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by John D. Eure 

  
It’s hard to believe it has been 10 
years since the beginning of  the 
21st Century .  By the way, do 
you remember all of the worry 
over  Y2K?   
 
Since the last decade seemed to  
pass by so quickly, it may be 
easy to feel as if we haven’t 
reached many, if any of our 
goals.  God’s people may par-
ticularly feel as if we haven’t 
made a dent in the lostness of  
our community, not to mention 
the world.  
 
I have to admit, those of us 
called as pastors often highlight 
the unaccomplished work God 
has given to us.  But I think we 
need a reminder that the Lord 
has been at work all around us.  
Though we  have met all of our 
goals, I believe He’s led Ash 
Avenue Church to focus on His 
agenda.  
 
Looking back on 2009, I think our 
church should be encouraged 
that we’ve joined where God has 
invited us to work with Him.   
 
The church still faces challenges, 
but recognizing the fingerprints of 
Christ on our lives bears proof  

 
that God is using us and that His 
Spirit is present , too.  He never 
calls us to do His will without Him.   
 
God’s fingerprints have been all 
over Ash Avenue this past year as 
we’ve seen the development of 
the Church 2 Church Ministry.  
Already, the team has received 
two applications from congrega-
tions needing assistance and who 
may be interested in forming a 
covenant partnership to spread 
the good news of Christ. 
 
Feed My Lambs Food Ministry 
was formed when folks realized 
that others in our church family 
had emergency needs.  Feed My 
Lambs and AABC’s Day Old 
Bread Distribution Ministry has 
been used to serve many in Je-
sus’ name.  Also, from these food 
ministries, God gave an open door 
to assist families with food bags 
distributed through South Boston 
Elementary School.   
 
In July, 16 members took part in 
serving with Clintwood Baptist 
Church in Dickenson County.  As 
the team lead Backyard Bible 
Clubs away from home, workers 
began to see similar needs right 
around our community when they  

 
returned.  The Lord has given 
opportunities to share His love 
with others both near and far. 
 
As we face the challenges for a 
new year, the old one teaches 
us that we can remain confident 
in the leadership and power of  
our Master.  His work in the past 
calls us to continued trust and 
awareness to wherever and 
whatever He calls us to do. 
 
It’s important to remember, 
however, that as Jesus uses us 
to do His work, He desires more 
than just our obedient labor. 
Letting Him work through you 
develops your relationship with 
Him.  That relationship inspires 
a trust and love for Him.  It influ-
ences us to love and serve oth-
ers.  It teaches us that He is 
utterly dependable and loves us 
unconditionally.   
 
Ash Avenue, we face a new 
decade.  We’ll face both familiar 
and unfamiliar challenges.  But 
we’ll succeed with the same 
Lord who promises He will 
never change (Hebrews 13:8) 
and that He will  always be with 
us (Hebrews 13:4) 
 

Happy New Year 

 
     IN JANUARY: 
 
 
• January 1st 

Office Closed 
 
• January 3rd 
  Christmas Cantata 
 
• January 10th 
     Deacon Council 
    & Deacon Board   
 Meet 
 
• January 10th 
    Sunday Evening 
   Schedule resumes 
 
• January 11th 
  Bible Drill resumes 
 
• January 13th 
        Wednesday   
     suppers resume 
 
• January 31st 
      Covered Dish  
           Supper 
                & 
  Quarterly Business 
           Meeting 

Ash Avenue’s Church 2 Church 
Ministry has a new logo.  The 
C2C Team had contracted 
graphic designer, Meghan Wirt, 
who is employed by the Virginia 
Baptist Mission Board, to create 
a design that would capture the 
heart of this new ministry. 
 
Church 2 Church provides finan-
cial assistance to approved 
churches in the hope of helping 
congregations fulfill their unique 
missions calling by God.    

Church 2 Church Ministry’s New Logo 

Along with receiving grants, 
churches may request that Ash 
Avenue become a hands-on 

partner with them.  The C2C 
team views partnership as a 
two-way street.  Each church 
has unique gifts and abilities 
that may help the other fulfill its 
unique ministry. 
 
More information on the C2C 
Ministry may be found on Ash 
Avenue’s website by going 
online to www.aabc900.org 
and clicking on the link to 
“Missions”.    An application is 
available to download, also. 



One of the exciting new ministries that is being formed at Ash Avenue has been referred to as the      Challenged Church Ministry.  In 
April, the church voted to form a permanent sub-committee to the Missions Committee.  The job of this new team and the purposes of this 
new ministry are:  1.)  to assist churches challenged financially, and 2.) to propose formal partnerships with churches in order to mutually 
encourage one another in God’s kingdom work. 
 

The Challenged Church Committee will bring another proposal in July’s business meeting.... to change the ministry and subcommittee 
name.  The term challenged church was a reference to what we felt the Lord leading us to do.  But the ministry is deeper than just giving 
another congregation money; it is about churches forming relationships and working together in order to fulfill Jesus’ great commission to 
make disciples.  Therefore, the committee will propose changing the name to Church 2 Church Ministry (C2C)  and to refer to them-
selves as the Church 2 Church Team.   
 

In the Gospels, we read the stories of Jesus’ disciples trying to catch fish.  Though fish were plentiful in the Sea of Galilee, there were 
times when the dense population was not where the boats were.  Of course, Jesus knew where the fish  were and would instruct sea-
soned fishermen to cast their nets on another side.... see the stories in  Luke 5:4-11 and John 21:3-8. 

Sometimes a church would rather use a single line rather than a net.  We want to use our own bait and tackle.  We want our own quiet 
spot and we don’t want to share with other churches because they may catch some of our fish.  But keep in mind, we fish out of the Mas-
ter’s pond.  The fish belong to Him.  When we work as fishers of men as Jesus instructed His disciples to do, we realize that He has peo-
ple to place within our local congregations.   
 

Catching fish for the Kingdom of God requires us using nets... working together within the church... working together as churches.  Cast-
ing a large net in order to drag in a lot of fish requires more than one person.  Reaching our community and world for Christ  requires us to 
stretch ourselves a little further beyond our secret fishin’ hole.  We are called to help others in their struggle to haul in their net’s load with-
out neglecting the spot God has shown us.  In turn, others help us reach those God is placing within our local church family.  This is what 
it means to be co-laborers and partners. 
 

With this in mind, I want to leave you with a little history and facts about the C2C Ministry.  Perhaps, you’ll see the Lord’s hand at work in 
Ash Avenue as we lend our hands to help other   fellow fishermen. 
 

⇒  Ash Avenue began a study in January 2008, Experiencing God, co-authored by Henry Blackaby.  Blackaby shared personal testimo-
nies  on what it meant to trust God to do His work even when resources were not available.  As God provided for his church’s needs, 
Blackaby discovered that God gave them opportunities and resources to serve other churches and ministries. 

⇒ In October 2008, the members of Ash Avenue included a budget line-item to fund  Challenged Church Ministry.  In April 2009, the 
church voted on objectives, guidelines, and the duties of a Challenged Church Committee. 

⇒ The C2C Ministry is available for all mainstream, evangelical churches that are experiencing crucial financial needs.  

⇒ There are three categories for assistance:  Emergency Needs; Start-ups; and Special Requests.  Any of these categories could be 
used to form a partnership for a specified time period if both churches are interested.   

⇒ C2C Team members are:  John Bosiger– Chairman; Bill Haley– Vice Chairman; Sandra Lewandowski– secretary; Eric Hudson, and 
Deborah Rudder. 
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In the event of  bad weather you 

can check our 
Schedule by calling church office 

(572-2006);  
go to our website: 
www.aabc900.org;  

or listen to WHLF 95.3 FM 
 

Any cancellations or delays will 
appear 

 in one of these places. 
 

 

 
 

WMU News 
 

10:30am-Saturday, 
 January 2nd  

Devotions at Woodview 
 

2:00pm –Monday, January 4th 
Nonie Gravitt Meeting 

 
10:00am –Tuesday,January 5th 

Eva Saunders Meeting 
 

7:00pm -Thursday, January 
14th Sisters Serving Christ 

 

 
 

Our Wednesday Night Suppers will  
resume on January 13th, at 6PM. 
Yellow “reservation” cards will  

be placed in each pew,  
beginning January 10th. 

  
If you prefer to be  

on the Permanent List,  
please indicate this  

on the card. 
 

Thank you for remembering  
to complete a card.  This enables  

our Hospitality Committee 
 to properly plan  

for the meal each week. 

  
 

         
 

JANUARY 
 
   1/3     Don Williams 
             Gene Comer 
             Don Gainey 
             Mike Harris 
 
 1/10     Jim Chandler 
             Jerry Crenshaw 
             Fred Flinn 
             Randy Hupp 
 
 1/17     Randy Guill 
             Wes Bosiger 
             Tom Hahn 
             Daniel  Wilborn 
 
 1/24     Dennis Stewart 
             Jimmy Allen 
             Rick Brogden 
             Victor Crump 
 
 1/31     Don Williams 
             Gene Comer 
             Don Gainey 
             Mike Harris 
 
 
 
 
 

ABC Offering Report  
as of: 12/27/09: 
Budget offering  

received… 
$194,180.62 

Budget offering 
 needed… 

$206,270.00 
Budget deficit:  

(12,089.38) 

 
We will resume our regular 
Sunday evening activities  

on January 10th .  
  

At 5:30 on the 10th we will have 
Children’s Missions Night 

which includes G.A.’s, R.A.’s, 
and PreK TeamKid classes,  
as well as Youth A.C.T.S. 

 
Evening Praise & Worship 
 resumes at 6:30 that night. 

 
Please check bulletin 

 and website each week 
 for additional information. 

 

http://www.aabc900.org�


                    
Our Christmas Cantata,  

previously scheduled  
for December 20th, will  

be performed during Morning 
Worship January 3rd. 

 
The choir will present: 

 “It’s the Most Wonderful Time 
of the Year”  

by Sue C. Smith  
& Russell Mauldin 

 
 

 
 

Worship that day will begin 
 at 10:45. 

 

P A G E  3  I S S U E  #  1 4 1  

 
During  Worship  in  January 

 

             1/3  -  Cora Cliborne & Tyler Patterson 
           1/10  -  John Bosiger & Ella Evans 
           1/17  -  Jay & Cynthia Camp 
           1/24  -  Faye Beck & Connie Murray 
           1/31  -  Isis Woody & Deborah Rudder 
                         

  Judy Meeler is the Nursery Coordinator  
 for Worship. 

 Please contact her for any changes. 
 

 
 

 During Sunday School in January 
  

             1/3  -  Faye Beck & Faye Gainey 
           1/10  -  Sharon Brogden & Isis Woody 
           1/17  -  Roger & Sheila Henderson 
           1/24  -  Andrea & Allyson Sizemore 
           1/31  -  Cynthia Camp & Jessica Snead 
 
        If you find that you will not be able to be 
                     in the Sunday School Nursery 

on your scheduled date please call 
Cora Cliborne—575-8100 

        
                                                      
     Covered Dish Supper & Quarterly Business  
   Meeting Sunday, January 31st.  

Supper begins at 5:30pm 
 

 
 

Business Meeting at 6:30pm 
A quorum of 40 is required  

for the meeting. 

 

 
 

Church Office closes at Noon  
December 31st and closed all day 

January 1st. 

 
 

 
 

Bible Drill resumes at 6PM on Monday, 
January 11th. 



 
 

Properties C
ontacts for January 

are John B
osiger &

 Jerry C
renshaw

 

Deacons of the Month for January                
       are Fred Flinn & John Lewandowski  
    N

eed to use the church van this m
onth?           

If so, contact E
d C

liborne for availability. 
 

C
heck out our 

w
ebsite: 

W
w

w
.aabc900.org 
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