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It’s hard to believe we’re already 
in the middle of 2010.  It’s       
always a special time when an-
other school year ends and sum-
mer begins.  Each year,  summer 
offers unique opportunities for 
Ash Avenue to serve and be on 
mission.  Here are a few exam-
ples: 
 

Impact VIRGINIA!-  Our teenag-
ers will be participating with Im-
pact Virginia! in Louisa.  Though 
they’ll be away in July, they will 
train in June by immersing them-
selves in prayer, Bible study, and 
an at-home mission opportunity.   
 

Backyard Bible Clubs-  Our chil-
dren-youth ministers are planning 
two during the summer.  As they 
finalize locations, adults and teen 
workers have a fun opportunity to 
share Christ and change lives. 
 

Vacation Bible School:  This is 
Ash Avenue’s BIG event for 
June.  Our Lord is giving us an-
other privilege to share His mes-
sage of salvation to our neighbor-
hood children and their families. 
 

.Bringing Hope to Halifax:  The 
churches  of the Dan River Bap- 

 tist Association are hosting this area-
wide crusade to reach the lost right 
where we live.  Please be in prayer for 
these meetings June 27-30; and plan to 
participate.  I believe we will see the Holy 
Spirit move in a powerful way…. not only 
for the lost, but to encourage Christ’s 
followers, as well. 
 

Whew!  Does it sound like a full month so 
far?  June is packed with many ways for 
us to work together to proclaim God’s 
Good News.   
 

So, how do we keep from exhaustion 
after we serve?  We start by setting aside 
time each day to spend with Christ.  
However, we may need extended mo-
ments to allow Him to replenish our mind, 
body, and spirit.   
 

With summer comes vacation time for 
many.  Whether we go on a lavish vaca-
tion or take a few days away from the 
ordinary, it can help us clear our minds 
and look at situations differently.  As we 
temporarily leave work and schedules 
behind, remember that we never leave 
Christ behind.   
 
 Consider this:  we may love our home 
church, but when out of town  it’s nice to 

 worship with other believers.  It 
may even offer a fresh perspective 
of what God is doing somewhere 
else.  As for time alone with God, 
how uplifting it is to pray rather than 
answer the office phone or keep 
our attention on noisy tools or ma-
chines.   
 

Time off takes us away from routine 
work and allows us to reconnect 
with family and friends… it is never 
to get away from God.  After all, He 
is our source of renewal and life. 
 

Before His death and resurrection, 
Jesus’ ministry on earth involved 
preaching, teaching, displaying 
God’s power and loving sinners.  In 
Mark 6:45-46 Jesus dismissed His 
disciples and the crowd; then went 
to the mountain to be alone with the 
Father and pray.  Though this    
wasn’t a vacation by our present    
thinking, the need for rest and reju-
venation was just as real. 
 

Take a little time for a break.      
Afterwards, you’ll be refreshed, 
sharper, and better equipped to join 
other believers in the Lord’s assign-
ments.  Rest well, but hurry back! 

 
 

 

                              VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010 
 

                             Sunday, June 20th through Thursday, June 24th.  
 

 Supper at 5:30 each night in our Fellowship Hall 
 followed by VBS classes, nightly, from 6:30 to 8:45. 

 

VBS Family Night:  Friday, June 25th at 7:00 pm. 
 

Registration forms in Welcome Center or register online at: 
                         www.aabc900.org, and click on Saddle Ridge icon. 

 
                                Free t-shirt if pre-registered by May 31st! 

 



One of the exciting new ministries that is being formed at Ash Avenue has been referred to as the      Challenged Church Ministry.  In 
April, the church voted to form a permanent sub-committee to the Missions Committee.  The job of this new team and the purposes of 
this new ministry are:  1.)  to assist churches challenged financially, and 2.) to propose formal partnerships with churches in order to 
mutually encourage one another in God’s kingdom work. 
 

The Challenged Church Committee will bring another proposal in July’s business meeting.... to change the ministry and subcommit-
tee name.  The term challenged church was a reference to what we felt the Lord leading us to do.  But the ministry is deeper than just 
giving another congregation money; it is about churches forming relationships and working together in order to fulfill Jesus’ great 
commission to make disciples.  Therefore, the committee will propose changing the name to Church 2 Church Ministry (C2C)  and 
to refer to themselves as the Church 2 Church Team.   
 

In the Gospels, we read the stories of Jesus’ disciples trying to catch fish.  Though fish were plentiful in the Sea of Galilee, there were 
times when the dense population was not where the boats were.  Of course, Jesus knew where the fish  were and would instruct sea-
soned fishermen to cast their nets on another side.... see the stories in  Luke 5:4-11 and John 21:3-8. 

Sometimes a church would rather use a single line rather than a net.  We want to use our own bait and tackle.  We want our own 
quiet spot and we don’t want to share with other churches because they may catch some of our fish.  But keep in mind, we fish out of 
the Master’s pond.  The fish belong to Him.  When we work as fishers of men as Jesus instructed His disciples to do, we realize that 
He has people to place within our local congregations.   
 

Catching fish for the Kingdom of God requires us using nets... working together within the church... working together as churches.  
Casting a large net in order to drag in a lot of fish requires more than one person.  Reaching our community and world for Christ  re-
quires us to stretch ourselves a little further beyond our secret fishin’ hole.  We are called to help others in their struggle to haul in 
their net’s load without neglecting the spot God has shown us.  In turn, others help us reach those God is placing within our local 
church family.  This is what it means to be co-laborers and partners. 
 

With this in mind, I want to leave you with a little history and facts about the C2C Ministry.  Perhaps, you’ll see the Lord’s hand at 
work in Ash Avenue as we lend our hands to help other   fellow fishermen. 
 

  Ash Avenue began a study in January 2008, Experiencing God, co-authored by Henry Blackaby.  Blackaby shared personal 
testimonies  on what it meant to trust God to do His work even when resources were not available.  As God provided for his 
church’s needs, Blackaby discovered that God gave them opportunities and resources to serve other churches and ministries. 

 In October 2008, the members of Ash Avenue included a budget line-item to fund  Challenged Church Ministry.  In April 2009, 
the church voted on objectives, guidelines, and the duties of a Challenged Church Committee. 

 The C2C Ministry is available for all mainstream, evangelical churches that are experiencing crucial financial needs.  

 There are three categories for assistance:  Emergency Needs; Start-ups; and Special Requests.  Any of these categories could 
be used to form a partnership for a specified time period if both churches are interested.   

 C2C Team members are:  John Bosiger– Chairman; Bill Haley– Vice Chairman; Sandra Lewandowski– secretary; Eric Hudson, 
and Deborah Rudder. 
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  A S H  A V E N U E  B A P T I S T  D I S P A T C H  

 

 
Our Hospitality Commit-

tee  
is hosting a baby shower  

for Nicole & Matt Wilson .  
Join us in the Fellowship 
Hall Sunday, June 6th,  

from 2PM until 3:30pm. 

  

         
June 

 
  6/6     Randy Guill 
            Wes Bosiger 
            Tom Hahn 
            Daniel Wilborn 
 
 6/13    Dennis Stewart 
            Jimmy Allen 
            Ricky Brogden 
            Victor Crump 
 
 6/20    Don Williams 
            Gene Comer 
            Don Gainey 
            Mike Harris 
 
 6/27    Jim Chandler 
            Jerry Crenshaw 
            Fred Flinn 
            Randy Hupp 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

AABC Offering Report  

as of: 5/25/10: 

Budget offering  

received… 

$76,620.29 

Budget offering 

 needed… 

$86,395.68 

Budget deficit:  

( $9,785.39 ) 

  

 
WMU News 

 
The Nonie Gravitt,  

Eva Saunders,  
and Sisters Serving Christ  

ladies will meet under  
the picnic shelter  
for a combined 

 get-together  
6:00pm 

  Thursday, June 10th. 

 

 
We will be On The Air each 
Sunday during June & July.   
Tune to WHLF 95.3 on your 
FM dial at 11:00 am to hear  

our morning Worship. 

  
We want you to be  

comfortable during Worship  
all through the year, 

 but especially during the 
Summer months.   

 

 
 

Casual dress, that is  
church-appropriate,  

is encouraged! 

 
During  Worship  in  June 

 

         6/6  -  Jessica Snead & Nancy Crews 
       6/13  -  Seth & Wendy Bowen 
       6/20  -  Norman Patterson & Lucille Brandon 
       6/27  -  Judy Meeler 
                       
        Judy Meeler is the Nursery Coordinator  

 for Worship. 
 Please contact her for any changes. 

 

 
 

 During Sunday School in June 
  

        6/6  -   Becky Whitt & Lavonne Chernault 
      6/13  -   Cynthia Camp & Jessica Snead 
      6/20  -   Faye Beck & Faye Gainey 
      6/27  -   Sharon Brogden & Isis Woody 
            
        If you find that you will not be able to be 
                     in the Sunday School Nursery 

on your scheduled date please call 
Cora Cliborne—575-8100 



 
 
  

Children-Youth News 
 

  Impact money due by June 7th. 
 

 Middle School-High School  
VBS/Impact Training 
Sunday, June 13th  
4:00 pm-8:00 pm 

& 
Monday, June 14th 

9:00am-1:00 pm 
 

 June 20th-24th-VBS 
    Supper nightly at 5:30 

    Classes, 6:30 pm-8:45 pm 
 

 Friday, June 25th- 
    VBS Family Night 

 
 Monday, June 28th through  

     Wednesday, June 30th- 
    Backyard Bible Club 
    9:00 am– Noon, daily 

    Location to be determined 
 

**Volunteers needed!** 
 

Please see Jami or Steve Hunt 
 

 Monday, July 26th through 
Wednesday, July 28th- 
Backyard Bible Club 
9:00 am-Noon, daily 

Location to be determined 
 

**Volunteers needed!** 
 

Please see Jami or Steve Hunt 
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Sunday, June 20, 2010 is celebrated as  
“Fathers’ Day”   in the United States.   

The first observance was held  
June 19, 1910 through the efforts of Sonora Dodd  
of Spokane, WA who wanted a celebration that 
would honor men like her own father, William 

Smart.  He was a Civil War veteran who raised six 
children after the death of his wife.  During this 
first observance, young members of the YMCA  
attended church wearing roses: red for a living  
father and white for one who was deceased.   

 

Since that time, the day has evolved to honor not 
just biological fathers but all males with a positive 

influence in our lives. 
 

It is interesting to note that Fathers’ Day  
is observed in some form in over 100 countries 

throughout the world.  The majority are similar to 
the U.S. but there are some notable exceptions. 

 

In Germany, for instance, Fathers’ Day is observed 
on the Thursday that falls 40 days after Easter and 
is called “Men’s Day”.  Traditionally, there are 

“males only” hiking tours with one or two wagons, 
filled with beer, wine  & food, pulled by manpower.  
The day often results in rowdy, drunken crowds.  In 
Berlin, “gentlemen parties” have taken place since 
the 19th century, excluding women and involving 

alcohol consumption.  
 

In countries with a large Hindu population Fathers’ 
Day is celebrated on the new moon day during  

the second week in August. 
 

In Thailand, Fathers’ Day is set as the birthday of 
the king.  The current king, Rama IX, was born on 
December 5th so on that date each year Thais cele‐
brate by giving their father or grandfather a Canna 
flower.  They also wear yellow to show respect for 
the king because yellow is the Color of the Day for 
Monday, the day of the week on which the king was 

born.  Due to the current political climate in  
Thailand, however, and the desire of the  

people to overthrow the monarchy, this tradition 
may soon come to an end. 

 

Although traditions may vary, it is good to see that  
fathers are celebrated throughout the world for 
their wisdom (except possibly Germany :) ),  

for their guidance and love. 
 

HAPPY FATHERS DAY!     June 14, 2010 
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