
   

 

 

From Eure Pastor’s Desk   

  Ash Avenue Baptist 
 S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 9       I S S U E  #  1 4 5  

by John D. Eure 

 
  

“Why do we have to pay off an-
other lady?”  That’s the joke that 
Southern Baptists have said for 
years when it comes time for the 
special offerings for International 
and North American Missions.  Of 
course, these two offerings are 
named for the two women who 
were remarkable in their mission 
work and support, Lottie Moon 
and Annie Armstrong.   

 

But Virginia 
B a p t i s t s 
have our 
own lady to 
remember, 
Alma Hunt. 

 

  Many years before she went 
home to be with the Lord in June 
2008, the offering was named for 
her. She was honored for her ser-
vice and leadership in missions, 
both in Virginia and internationally.  
Since moving to the Common-
wealth, I’ve learned to appreciate 
her service and legacy more and 
more.   

 

The Alma Hunt Offering for Vir-
ginia Baptists is a cooperative 
funding for the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union of VA and the 
Virginia Baptist Mission Board.  
While it is important for both, it’s 
especially   important to WMUV 
since 100% of its ministry 
budget comes from this offering.   

To be honest, the state offering 
is more than “paying off another 
lady.”  It’s about supporting 
God’s kingdom work financially 
and with our physical presence 
and strength.   

This offering certainly benefits 
churches and ministries right in 
Virginia.  From grants to help 
start new churches, to disaster 
relief, to  Camp Crossroads, 
and initiatives to feed the hun-
gry, the Alma Hunt Offering 
supports the neighbors around 
us. 

The offering helps Virginia Bap-
tists by reaching outside of our 
borders.  It helps in reaching the 
world by supporting other broth-
ers and sisters beyond us.    

 
 
 

These mission partnerships 
extend across the nation and 
around the world.   

You may ask, “How does that 
help me?”  Well, since Christ 
told us to go and make disciples 
(Matthew 28:18-20) and to go to 
the “ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 
NIV), this offering provides more 
opportunities to become in-
volved in fulfilling the job He 
gave you... and  to me, too.   

And in uncertain times, we may 
find that such an offering may 
help us. as Baptists lend helping 
hands to families and individu-
als who need encouragement 
and support. Please keep the 
ministries supported by the 
Alma Hunt Offering in prayer; 
Also, give as God leads you.  
This year’s theme is TODAY 
based from Luke 4:18-21.   

 

 

 

 

The state goal is $1,167,500.  
Ash Avenue’s goal is $1300. 

 
 
In the six months 
since we started 

our  
Feed My Lambs 

food pantry 
we’ve been able 

to assist  
46 families.   

 

Thank you  
to everyone who 

 participates  
in this  

 ministry, 
whether by  

donating  food,  
or volunteering 

time. 
 

It is through 
your 

 combined efforts 
that we’ve been 

so successful.  
 

We look forward 
to the continued 
blessing of being 
able to help so 
many in need! 

                               Fall Fundraiser.   

            Sisters Serving Christ will hold an auction  
                    on Saturday, October 17th  
       with proceeds to be used for Missions  projects.  
 

              Needed:  Furniture, lamps, pictures,  
glassware, decorative items, collectibles.  (No junk, please). 

 

Items can be placed in the Jeanne Taylor classroom. 



One of the exciting new ministries that is being formed at Ash Avenue has been referred to as the      Challenged Church Ministry.  In 
April, the church voted to form a permanent sub-committee to the Missions Committee.  The job of this new team and the purposes of this 
new ministry are:  1.)  to assist churches challenged financially, and 2.) to propose formal partnerships with churches in order to mutually 
encourage one another in God’s kingdom work. 
 

The Challenged Church Committee will bring another proposal in July’s business meeting.... to change the ministry and subcommittee 
name.  The term challenged church was a reference to what we felt the Lord leading us to do.  But the ministry is deeper than just giving 
another congregation money; it is about churches forming relationships and working together in order to fulfill Jesus’ great commission to 
make disciples.  Therefore, the committee will propose changing the name to Church 2 Church Ministry (C2C)  and to refer to them-
selves as the Church 2 Church Team.   
 

In the Gospels, we read the stories of Jesus’ disciples trying to catch fish.  Though fish were plentiful in the Sea of Galilee, there were 
times when the dense population was not where the boats were.  Of course, Jesus knew where the fish  were and would instruct sea-
soned fishermen to cast their nets on another side.... see the stories in  Luke 5:4-11 and John 21:3-8. 

Sometimes a church would rather use a single line rather than a net.  We want to use our own bait and tackle.  We want our own quiet 
spot and we don’t want to share with other churches because they may catch some of our fish.  But keep in mind, we fish out of the Mas-
ter’s pond.  The fish belong to Him.  When we work as fishers of men as Jesus instructed His disciples to do, we realize that He has peo-
ple to place within our local congregations.   
 

Catching fish for the Kingdom of God requires us using nets... working together within the church... working together as churches.  Cast-
ing a large net in order to drag in a lot of fish requires more than one person.  Reaching our community and world for Christ  requires us to 
stretch ourselves a little further beyond our secret fishin’ hole.  We are called to help others in their struggle to haul in their net’s load with-
out neglecting the spot God has shown us.  In turn, others help us reach those God is placing within our local church family.  This is what 
it means to be co-laborers and partners. 
 

With this in mind, I want to leave you with a little history and facts about the C2C Ministry.  Perhaps, you’ll see the Lord’s hand at work in 
Ash Avenue as we lend our hands to help other   fellow fishermen. 
 

⇒  Ash Avenue began a study in January 2008, Experiencing God, co-authored by Henry Blackaby.  Blackaby shared personal testimo-
nies  on what it meant to trust God to do His work even when resources were not available.  As God provided for his church’s needs, 
Blackaby discovered that God gave them opportunities and resources to serve other churches and ministries. 

⇒ In October 2008, the members of Ash Avenue included a budget line-item to fund  Challenged Church Ministry.  In April 2009, the 
church voted on objectives, guidelines, and the duties of a Challenged Church Committee. 

⇒ The C2C Ministry is available for all mainstream, evangelical churches that are experiencing crucial financial needs.  

⇒ There are three categories for assistance:  Emergency Needs; Start-ups; and Special Requests.  Any of these categories could be 
used to form a partnership for a specified time period if both churches are interested.   

⇒ C2C Team members are:  John Bosiger– Chairman; Bill Haley– Vice Chairman; Sandra Lewandowski– secretary; Eric Hudson, and 
Deborah Rudder. 
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 New Hymnals Given  
this month: 

 
       “In Memory Of”  

Henry “Pete” Newton 
by Faye Newton 

 
“In Memory Of”  

Henry “Pete” Newton 
by Amy N. Adkins  
& Chasity N. Pool 

 
“In Honor Of”  

Herb & Maggie Phipps  
by  

Friendship Sunday School Class 
            (Two hymnals given) 

 
“In Honor Of”  

Herb & Maggie Phipps 
by  

Andrew/Turner Carter Sunday 
School Class  

(Two hymnals given) 
 

 
WMU NEWS 

 
Tuesday, Sept. 1st 

Eva Saunders Meeting 
at 10:00am 

 
Thursday, Sept. 10th 
Sisters Serving Christ 

 will meet  
in Jeanne Taylor classroom at 

7:00pm 
 

Monday, Sept. 14th 
Nonie Gravitt Meeting 

at 2:00pm 
 

Saturday, Sept. 19th 
Devotions at 

South Boston Manor 
At 10:30am 

 

 
 

WALK-a-THON 
 Junior Diabetes Research  

Foundation  
Saturday, Sept. 12th 

Registration: 9:30am at Braves Stadium 
 in Danville. 
Walk begins  

at 11am. 
The Brogdens are participating in the walk-a-thon. 
If you would like to make a donation, or join in the 

walk, contact Sharon Brogden  for more information 
or check website: 
Www.jdrf.com 

  
 

         
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
   9/6    Dennis Stewart 
            Jimmy Allen 
            Victor Crump  
            Rick Brogden 
 
 
   9/13  Don Williams 
            Gene Comer 
            Don Gainey 
            Mike Harris 
 
   9/20  Jim Chandler 
            Jerry Crenshaw 
            Fred Flinn 
            Randy Hupp 
 
   9/27  Randy Guill 
            Wes Bosiger 
            Tom Hahn 
            Daniel  Wilborn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABC Offering Report  
as of: 8/23/09: 

 

Budget offering received… 
$129,886.31 

Budget offering needed… 
$134,868.82 

Budget deficit: 
($4,982.51) 

 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trevor Johnson, grandson of Elton 

& Hilda Johnson, has been  
diagnosed with Asperger’s  

disorder, a high-functioning form 
of autism.  Trevor’s dad, Steve 

Johnson will run in the New York 
City Marathon for Autism.   

Anyone who would like to read 
this family’s story as well as learn 

how you can contribute, please 
visit website: 

www.cornerpiece.org.  
and click on “Our Story”. 



       
Youth Evangelism Celebration 

Sunday, September 13th 
at Dan River Baptist 

 

Crimson Flood Band  will perform 
 

Guest speaker: Dr. Cromwell 
 from Crossroads Tae Kwon Do 

 

Our Youth will meet at Ash Avenue 
for pizza at 5:30, then go the Dan 

River for the 6:30 event.   
 

Admission is FREE but please bring 
canned goods for Good Samaritan. 
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During  Worship  in  September 

 

              9/6  -  Roger & Sheila Henderson 
            9/13  -  Karen & Randy Hupp 
            9/20  -  Linda Satterfield & Paul Kipps 
            9/27  -  Carolyn Chandler & Libby Hazelwood 
                         
          Judy Meeler is the Acting 
              Nursery Coordinator for Worship. 

 Please contact her for any changes. 
 

 
 

 During Sunday School in September 
  

             9/6  -  Sharon Brogden & Isis Woody 
           9/13  -  Roger & Sheila Henderson 
           9/20  -  Andrea & Allyson Sizemore 
           9/27  -  Cynthia Camp & Jessica Snead 
 
        If you find that you will not be able to be 
                     in the Sunday School Nursery 

on your scheduled date please call 
Cora Cliborne—575-8100 

                                                                    
 I want to thank you for all of the kind acts that 
were shown to us during this difficult time.  The lunch, 
cards, phone calls, but especially your prayers.  We could 
not have gotten through it without the Lord’s help.  

 God bless you! 
 Benny, Tina, Brittany, & family. 

 

 
 

 The family of Paul Dickerson thanks you  
for your kindness during our time of loss. 

 
 What a blessing to be part of such a wonderful 
church family.  Your prayers, cards, visits, food, and all 
acts of kindness during my surgery and recuperation are 
greatly appreciated.  I have felt your prayers! Words do 
not adequately express my sincere thanks to each of you.  

 May God bless each of you!   
Faye Clark 

 

 

 
Herb & Maggie Phipps 

P.O. Box 855 
Piney Flats, TN 37686 
Phone: 423-391-7256 

 Goodbye and thank you to Herb  
& Maggie for all their years  

of friendship, hard work, and Chris-
tian love.  Ash Avenue Baptist,  

as well as the local community, are 
better for having been blessed by 

their presence. 
 

You will be missed! 

     
 
 
   
 
 
                       Saturday, September 26th 



 
 Properties C

ontacts for Septem
ber 

are J.D
. C

onner &
 Tom

 H
ahn 

Deacons of the Month for Septem
ber                

            are Jay Cam
p & Victor Crum

p 
 

   N
eed to use the church van this m

onth?           
If so, contact M

ike H
arris for availability. 

 

C
heck out our 

w
ebsite: 

W
w

w
.aabc900.org 
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